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no widow or widower; of the next of kin, if the author died intestate;

of the executor, if the author is recently dead and the estate is not

settled. He cannot renew it in his own name, and his renewal of it

in the name of any of the persons listed above gives him no power

over it without direct permission from that person. But it saves the

copyright.

If an author, who has been a member of a corporation (not a publish-
ing firm}, appoints as the executor of his will a certain officer of his
corporation, not in that officers personal capacity but only by virtue
of his position in the corporation: and if the authors explicit inten-
tion as stated in his will and testament is that this officers successor
(or successor in office) shall on assumption of office in the corpora-
tion, ipso facto become the executor of the said will: in the case where
renewal of copyright in the several works of the said author is being
sought, should such officer of the corporation make application for
said renewal in his own name or strictly as an officer of the corpora-
tion? In other words, should application for renewal of copyright be
made in form (a) or (b)?

(a)  I, John Doe, Secretary of the Hypothetic Corporation, executor of
the will of the author, et cetera.

(b)  I, John Doe, Erewhon Drive, Happiness, New York, executor of the
will of the author, et cetera.

An author's executor ordinarily does not have renewal privilege of
his works. His works may be renewed by his widow or his children.
If he leaves no widow or children, his executor may renew it, but so
far as the Copyright Office is concerned, the official business capacity
of the executor is unimportant.- In this case (b) would therefore be
the proper form.

When a publisher wishes to apply for a renewal of copyright may he
do so as 'proprietor of copyright in a work made for hire9 if the
origination of the book came about thus: The publisher hired the
author to write a novel of so many words, first to be serialized by the
publisher, and subsequently to be published as a book by the same
publisher, in consideration for a lump sum of money or several agreed-
upon payments to be made at stated intervals during the authors
work on the novel.

This question cannot be answered definitely by quoting the Copy-
right Act. However, the attitude of the Copyright Office is that a